
2. Orienting the Map
Orienting the map means turning it so that it is 
correctly aligned with the ground. If your map is 
not correctly oriented, you will probably run in 
the wrong direction!

The easiest way to orient the map is to use a 
compass. A compass needle always points to 
“magnetic north”. Because of this, all 
orienteering maps also have arrows pointing to 
magnetic north.

Therefore, all you have to do to orient the map, 
is to turn the map until the map’s magnetic north 
arrows point in the same direction as the 
compass’s needle!

Place the compass on the map, and hold the 
map and compass flat. Use only the needle - 
ignore all other features of the compass!

Task 3

Task 4

If the compass needle is pointing as shown, 
which map is correctly oriented?

To go from 1 to 2 on the map below, when the 
compass needle is pointing as shown above, 
in which direction would you run?
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